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CONFERENCE REPORT
The purpose of this document is to give members, Officer’s and Partner’s of LCJA an opportunity to share information about conferences/events they have attended and which they feel  would be of interest to others.  Unless we are informed to the contrary we shall assume you are content for this document to be placed on our website

	Name & Contact Number


	Amanda Coulthard (01698 454324)

	Designation


	Planning & Development Officer

	Organisation


	LCJA

	Name & Date
of Conference/event


	Holyrood ‘Beyond McLeish: New Ideas, Lasting Solutions’ Conference   8th September 2008


	Aim of & main themes covered at conference/event:

This conference brought together the Cabinet Secretary for Justice, the Lord Advocate and the Chair of the Scottish Prisons Commission to discuss the future of sentencing policy in Scotland as a route to a substantial reduction in the prison population.
Marc Mauer presented on the sentencing project in Washington DC, and Dr Timo Harrikari highlighted the Finnish example of early intervention.

	Highlight particular issues of interest to the Community Justice Authority:

The conference covered the Cabinet Secretary’s vision for the future of both prison and community options along with the views of Henry McLeish about the need for a budget to be allocated to the implementation of the commission report.
The establishment of the sentencing commission was also discussed, and it was suggested this model would help inform and educate the public while also providing a forum for debate.

Fergus McNeill stressed the importance of managing public opinion through all of these changes, and highlighted the need to increase public and community involvement in community sentences.

This conference was also attended by:

 Brian McCaig – Convenor 

 Bob Chadha – Vice Convenor 
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