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 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 1 
Purpose of Report

 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 2 \ 
The purpose of the report is to:-

	[purpose]


· Inform Members about the recently published Sex Offender Public Information Strategy
	[1purpose]


 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 1 
Recommendation(s)
 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 2 \ 
The CJA is asked to approve the following recommendation(s):-

	[recs]


 LISTNUM  NumberDefault 
Note the content of the strategy and agree to further publication and awareness raising of this document being undertaken by the MAPPA Steering Group and office of the Child Protection Committees  
	[1recs]


 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 1 
Background
 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 2 \ 
On 29 April 2009 the Justice Secretary wrote to Association of Chief Police Officers Scotland (ACPOS), Confederation of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA) and Community Justice Authorities (CJAs) enclosing a “leaflet” containing information about:
· Common misconceptions about sex offenders

· A summary of recent changes to the law and new procedures to protect the public from known sex offenders

· What information about sex offenders the public have the right to access

· How to find out more information

3.2. Members may be particularly interested in the section about “Survivor Scotland”. Survivor Scotland has been established by the Scottish Government to help improve services for survivors of childhood sexual abuse.  As well as raising awareness about the issue, the organisation also develops training and skills for frontline workers.  Survivor Scotland runs a website giving people access to a wide range of material about abuse, links to other useful sites and details of local and national support organisations.  
3.3. The Authority will continue to prioritise protection of the most vulnerable members of communities from those who would cause them harm.  We are also very aware of our duty to encourage public confidence in the work of our partner agencies in effectively dealing sex and violent offenders.  This “leaflet” will help us in these tasks.
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Employee Implications

 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 2 \ 
None known
 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 1 
Financial Implications

 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 2 \ 
None known
 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 1 
Other Implications

 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 2 \ 
None known
 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 1 
Equality Impact Assessment and Consultation Arrangements
 LISTNUM  LegalDefault \l 2 \ 
No significant consultation was undertaken as part of this report.

8.2.
The report does not introduce a new policy, function or strategy or recommend an amendment to an existing policy, function or strategy therefore no equality impact assessment was carried out
Tony McNulty
Chief Officer
Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority
29 May 2009
List of Background Papers

Managing Sex Offenders in Your Community “Leaflet”
Contact for Further Information

If you would like to inspect the background papers or want further information, please contact:-

Tony McNulty
Ext:  4234  (Tel:  01698 454234)

E-mail:  Tony.McNulty@southlanarkshire.gov.uk


