
Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority
Minute of meeting held in Council Chambers, North Lanarkshire Council, Civic Centre, Motherwell on 12 June 2009 
Convener:
Councillor B McCaig, South Lanarkshire Council

Councillors Present:

North Lanarkshire Council

B Chadha, C Adamson, T Lunny, H McGuigan
South Lanarkshire Council
J Anderson, G Scott
Councillor’s Apologies:
North Lanarkshire Council

None
Attending:
Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority (LCJA)
T McNulty, Chief Officer; A Coulthard, Planning and Development Adviser, J Plunkett, Clerical Assistant, Gowrie, Finance Manager, G Bow, Administration Adviser 
North Lanarkshire Council

L Cringles, Manger, Justice Services, D McDougall, Senior Social Worker, Restorative Justice
South Lanarkshire Council

H Stevenson, Executive Director (Social Work Resources); M Brackenridge, Head of Adult and Justice Services (Social Work Resources), A Singh, Manager Adults & Justice Service 
Scottish Prison Service

J Dustan, CJA Liaison Manager
Strathclyde Police
G Cairns, Divisional Commander
SACRO
J Johnston, Service Manager
Phoenix Futures
M Haddow

Victim Support

J MacKenzie
Apologies:
A Adamson, State Hospital, Carstairs
P Belton, APEX
M Fegan, North Lanarkshire Council

A Ferguson, COPFS

C Sloey, NHS Lanarkshire

1
Declaration of Interests

No interests were declared. 
2
Minute of Previous Meeting

The minute of the meeting of the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority held on 6 March 2009 were submitted for approval as a correct record.

The Authority decided:
that the minute be approved as a correct record.

3
Area Plan 2011/2014

A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Planning and Development Advisor was submitted on the planning process nationally and locally for the Area Plan 2011/2014.  To allow full and inclusive consultation and involvement of partners nationally and locally, the Scottish Government had requested that work was initiated immediately on the development of the CJA Area Plans 2011/2014.

The proposed arrangements would involve CJAs coming together with national partners such as the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA), the Association of Directors of Social Work (ADSW) and the Scottish Prison Service (SPS) to allow agreement to be reached on the overarching strategic priorities to be faced at a national level.  This session was due to take place in June 2009.


In Lanarkshire a key date in the planning process is Thursday 9 July 2009 when a half day planning seminar will take place.  The main purpose of the planning seminar is to develop a “shopping list” of objectives and actions which would contribute to reducing re-offending in Lanarkshire.

A report on progress would be submitted to the LCJA in September 2009.


The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.
4
Annual Report 2008/2009
A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Planning and Development Advisor was submitted on the submission of the CJA Annual Report for 2008/2009. Correspondence had been received from the Scottish Government on 11 March 2009 detailing the requirements for this year’s Annual Report.  Those requirements included:-
· the priorities of the CJA
· who we are
· progress towards both the National Outcomes and also local priorities
· partnership working
· areas for improvement
After submission the reports would be considered at the National Advisory Body on 22 June 2009.  The Government had specifically requested that no CJA Annual Reports be published until after 31 July 2009.

The Authority decided:
that the Annual Report be approved for submission to the Scottish Government by the due date of 12 June 2009.
5
Single Outcome Agreements

A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Chief Officer was submitted on the role of the Authority in relation to Single Outcome Agreements.  It was considered vital that actions to reduce re-offending were part of the wider efforts to improve the quality of people’s lives.  The National Concordat, Community Planning Partnership and Single Outcome Agreements would provide the context for the development of the work of the LCJA.

The main vehicle for communication for the Authority in terms of the Single Outcome Agreements was through Community Planning Partnerships.  It was anticipated that further reports would be supplied to future meetings of the Authority regarding the single Outcome Agreements.

The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.
6
SPS Prison Statistics

A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Scottish Prison Service Liaison Manager was submitted on the number and characteristics of Lanarkshire prisoners over the past year.

The Lanarkshire prison population reflected the general Scottish trend of a growing prisoner population. The Scottish prison population is approximately 8100 with a further 300 individuals managed under Home Detention Curfew


The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.
7
Sex Offender Public Information Strategy
A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Chief Officer was submitted on the recently published Sex Offender Public Information Strategy.  On 29 April 2009 the Justice Secretary had contacted the Association of Chief Police Officers Scotland (ACPOS), the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA) and Community Justice Authorities (CJAs) enclosing a “leaflet” containing information on:-
· common misconceptions about sex offenders.
· recent changes to the law and new procedures to protect the public from known sex offenders.
· information about sex offenders the public have the right to access.
· how to find out more information

The Authority decided:
that the strategy document and the awareness raising initiative being undertaken through the Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements be endorsed.
8
Chief Officer Update

A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Chief Officer was submitted on the following national and local issues of relevance to the LCJA:-

· Youth Court Pilot Review.
· HMYOI Polmont visit.
· implementation of Guidance on Community Service to Support Revised National Standards.
· conference reports.

The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.
9
Section 27 Finance 2008/2009

A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Community Justice Authority Finance Advisor was submitted informing members of the final outturn for Section 27 grant in relation to the financial year 2008/2009.  The overall outturn of spend for 2008/2009 was £10,696,412.


The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.
10
Quarterly Performance Report

A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Planning and Development Advisor on:-
· year end performance measured against the 2008/2009 action plan
· the work underway to implement the 2009/10 action plan
· progress towards the ‘integrated performance framework”
· year end financial performance measured against the administration budget
The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.

11
Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill

A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Chief Officer was submitted on the Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill which had been laid before the Scottish Parliament on 5 March 2009.  The proposed legislation would take forward a number of aspects of “Reform & Revitalise” and the “Scotland’s Choice” following publication of the white paper “Fair, Fast, Flexible Justice”.

In a response to a call for written evidence, CJAs nationally prepared a document which highlighted the following key areas:-
· the Scottish Sentencing Council

· Community Payback Orders

· presumptions against short periods of imprisonment or detention

· amendments of Custodial Sentences and Weapons (Scotland) Act 2007

· Sexual Offences Prevention Orders

The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.
12 Implications of Fair, Fast, Flexible Justice

A report dated 29 May 2009 by the Chief Officer was submitted setting the context for a presentation by North and South Lanarkshire Councils on the implications of the revised national standards for Community Service and the proposed Criminal Justice and Licensing Bill.


The presentation was given by officers from North and South Lanarkshire Council’s Social Work Services highlighting the key changes and additional resources required to service delivery in order for the revised arrangements to be fully effective.

The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.
13
Urgent Business

There were no items of urgent business.
