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ACCOMMODATION AUDIT
2008
Context

In 2007 Scottish Government requested that each CJA area conduct an audit of accommodation services for offenders in their area.  In Lanarkshire this audit was led by housing services in both local Authorities.  The following information is a summary of the findings of the audit as submitted to the government.
Housing/ Tenancy Support

Both Local Authorities in Lanarkshire are committed to providing support to adults and young people coming through the justice system.  Resettlement officers are provided to deal with those high risk offenders being discharged into the community, providing temporary accommodation while supporting individuals to move into mainstream housing.  Housing support workers are also provided for those people leaving prison who are not high risk but do require a level of support in resettlement.  These workers support individuals in moving on to suitable accommodation and also provide advice on health care, benefits etc.
Both areas provide temporary accommodation to all clients who are homeless or threatened with homelessness.  A detailed client needs assessment will be completed which will identify any specific needs requiring support.  A housing support plan will be formulated and reviewed on a regular basis.  
In addition to the accommodation provided by both Housing and Social Work Services, there are a number of service providers (voluntary sector/housing associations) who provide more specialist accommodation for homeless people, including offenders/ex-offenders with specific needs.  These include, Initiatives/Approaches in the provision of temporary accommodation.
Prison Discharge Protocol

Both Local Authorities have in place a protocol for people leaving prison and includes the needs of prisoners who have served short sentences, on remand or longer term prisoners.  The purpose of this protocol is to focus on the needs of people who leave prison after relatively short periods of time, for example, after six week sentences and those who are in a cycle of repeat offending.  This will serve to:

· prevent homelessness on liberation

· prevent rough sleeping

· prevention work in relation to re-offending

· housing tenancy advice

· support and accommodation

· furnishings where required

· advice and assistance as required
· ensure that people know what to do on release and who to contact 

· to aid the decision making process regarding ‘priority need’

· prevention of eviction from existing tenancies for people serving short custodial sentences 

· identification of people with complex needs 

· enhance estate management of local areas by securing properties more quickly which are at risk of vandalism if left unoccupied. 

· reduce unnecessary ‘abandonment’ procedures

