	Criminal Justice Directorate

Community Justice Services Division
T: 0131-244 5434  F: 0131-244 3548
E: Wilma.Dickson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

	

	Councillor Brian McCaig
Convenor
Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority
South Lanarkshire Council Headquarters
Floor 2, Beckford Street
Hamilton
ML3 0AA

	



___
16 June 2009
Dear Councillor McCaig
Review of the Youth Courts in Hamilton and Airdrie
Thank you for your letter of 19 March expressing concern about the Youth Court review.  I apologise for the delay in getting back to you.

I can assure you that the views of the Authority are being fully considered as part of the review, and your letter setting out the Board’s concerns is therefore a helpful contribution.  As part of the review, I have met with Tony McNulty, Chief Officer of the Lanarkshire CJA, and Mairi Brackenridge, Head of Criminal Justice Services at South Lanarkshire Council, who has also provided some useful statistical information about South Lanarkshire Council’s work in relation to the Hamilton Youth Court.  Likewise, Iain Macaulay has provided some useful information about the programmes and services available in North Lanarkshire for Youth Court offenders, as well as some data about the activity of Youth Court staff.  A draft analysis of the information they provided was sent out to them last week seeking their feedback, to ensure that they are accurately represented in the final report, which will be submitted to Ministers later this month.

As you will be aware, irrespective of the outcome of the current review, the Scottish Government has meantime committed to provide full 12 months funding for 2009/10 for the youth courts. This is designed to ensure that in the event that a decision is made to discontinue funding, all of the agencies and their staff are given sufficient length of notice to make alternative arrangements. 

I hope this response will allay your concerns.  If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Yours sincerely
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