
	News Release

	Minister praises work of Restorative Justice

	Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill visited DunCarron – The Clanranald fortified village on Tuesday 14 July to find out first hand how North Lanarkshire Council’s Restorative Justice Team have been helping develop the site.

Lillian Cringles, Justice Manager, said: “It was great to welcome the Minister to North Lanarkshire and show him the good work being done here.
“We started the project in August 2008 and expect to be finished the initial build in 2010.  So far our Service Users have invested approximately 9040 man hours into building the fort, much of which has been using old fashioned methods of building and carrying.”

Justice Secretary Kenny MacAskill, added:  "In the year of homecoming it is important that we preserve our past. Those who have harmed our communities have a role to play. What better way in the year of homecoming than getting them to restore and preserve our past, to help atone for their offending?

"We need a good range of projects and work that offenders can carry out. I've seen projects across Scotland ranging from gardening to cleaning park benches, but this is the first one I've seen where they are helping to build a tourist and educational attraction.”
Charlie Allan of the Clanrandald Trust, the organisation behind the reconstruction, added:  “The work carried out by North Lanarkshire Council’s Restorative Justice Team has been invaluable.  
“We have great ambitions for this project and hope that it will be used by schools to bring to life what life was like a thousand years ago and that it will become a major tourist attraction.
“When completed, it will be typical of the Scottish Clan Chief’s residence throughout the earlier part of the last millennium.”
Ends.

Notes:

About Duncarron Fort:

DunCarron – The Clanranald Motte & Bailey Fort

The Clanranald Trust is building a full-scale replica of an early Medieval Motte & Bailey Fort. This will be typical of the Scottish Clan Chief’s residence throughout the earlier part of this millennium.

DunCarron is situated in Carron Valley Forest to the East of the Carron Valley Reservoir. Access to the site is via the B818 Denny to Fintry Road. The B818 can also be reached via the Tak-ma-doon road from Kilsyth to Carron Bridge.
DunCarron is situated in Carron Valley Forest to the East of the Carron Valley Reservoir. Access to the site is via the B818 Denny to Fintry Road. The B818 can also be reached via the Tak-ma-doon road from Kilsyth to Carron Bridge [Approx: 25 minutes from Stirling City Centre]. 
Core Tasks of Restorative Justice Team

1. To undertake the statutory delivery of  community service orders imposed by the courts

2. To provide Community Service assessments for the Courts

3. To provide a range of Groupwork and Individual programmes for service users within the Justice System.
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