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19 March 2009
Wilma A Dickson CBE
Deputy Director, Community Justice Services
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG

Dear Wilma
Review of the Youth Courts in Hamilton and Airdrie
Following the Lanarkshire community Justice Authority Board meeting of 6 March 2009 I write to express Members and Partner’s concerns regarding the above review.  The details of the review were outlined in your letter of 8 January 2009.  The Board has two particular concerns.

Firstly the Youth Court Pilot allows agencies in Lanarkshire to deal with young offenders in an accelerated manner and to provide intensive interventions at the beginning of a potentially long criminal career.  This would be lost if the review was to result in the Youth Pilot being reduced or withdrawn.

Secondly funding for the Youth Court Pilot amounts this year to a total of £1,587,060 from a total non core allocation of £3,534,207.  The total allocation for all services in Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority is £11,276,373.  The outcome of this review could therefore have significant financial implications for our partners, services and the overall reducing re-offending agenda.
The Authority looks forward to receiving your response to this letter and would seek an assurance that the views of the Authority are fully considered by those carrying out the review.  
Yours sincerely
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Councillor Brian McCaig

Convenor





















