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Dear '\~
REVIEW OF THE YOUTH COURTS IN HAMILTON AND AIRDRIE

On 11 January last year the Cabinet Secretary for Justice announced to the Scottish
Parliament continuation of the funding of the Hamilton and Airdrie Youth Courts to allow their
position to be reviewed in spring 2009 in the light of the impact of the wider summary justice
reforms. This letter is to advise you of our plans for review of the youth courts.

There has been a reasonable amount of external evaluation of the youth courts already
undertaken. However we believe th~t there will be value in commissioning further work into
the effectiveness of the youth courts in delivering on the goals set out for them at the time of
the start of the pilots and set out at Annex A. In addition we ,intendto analyse the data
internC)1to the youth court on the courts' more recent operations and to carry out a series of
meetings with key stakeholders to gather their views.

Meantime funding for the youth courts will be extended for the 2009-10 financial year
recognising that any changes proposed following the review will inevitably take time to
implement.

If you have any questions regarding this review please do not hesitate to get in touch.

LThank you for your assistance

WILMA A DICKSON CBE

Deputy Director, Community Justice Services

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH13DG
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