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6.1
Purpose of Report


The purpose of the report is to update members on items of note since the meeting held on 13 March 2007.
6.2
Prison Visiting Committees

The report on the review of Prison Visiting Committees was published on 29 March 2007.   Amongst the recommendations, accepted in principle, but dependant on the outcome of the Crerar Review (a review of the full range of regulation, audit, inspection and complaints handling of Scottish public services) was that responsibility for Prison visiting Committees be moved from Local Authorities to Community Justice Authorities.  

If this happens it will not be before 2009.  However, when members of the Association of Visiting Committees met the Justice Minister at the end of March they asked if they could be invited to CJA meetings and the Minister asked that this request be passed to CJAs.
6.3
CJA Clerical Assistant – Regrading

Following enquiries regarding the wages and conditions of CJA clerical officers throughout Scotland it has emerged that Lanarkshire CJA pays the lowest wages nationally.  In addition, given the solitary nature of the Clerical Assistant post the worker has been required to carry out additional duties over and above those contained in the current job description.

Approval is requested for the Chief Officer to consult with South Lanarkshire Council HR Department to ensure that any parity issues are resolved in a manner consistent with the wages and conditions of the host authority.

Employee Implications


Nil

Financial Implications

None.

Consultation


Nil
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List of Background Papers

E-mail from Moira Tisley, Victim support Witness Service
List of attendees from offender outcome groups.

Letter 23 April from Elizabeth Carmichael

Contact for Further Information

If you would like to inspect the background papers or want further information, please contact:

Tony McNulty, Chief Officer

Ext 4234 (Tel: 01698 454234)

E-mail: tony.mcnulty@southlanarkshire.gov.uk

