Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority
Minutes of meeting held in Committee Room 5, South Lanarkshire Council Offices, Almada Street, Hamilton on 21 June 2007
Convener:
Councillor B McCaig, South Lanarkshire Council (after item 2)
Councillors Present:

North Lanarkshire Council

B Chadha, H McGuigan, J McGuigan
South Lanarkshire Council
M Devlin, G Scott
Attending:
Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority (LCJA)
T McNulty, Chief Officer
North Lanarkshire Council

D MacKay, Head of Social Work Development; J Scullion, Service Manager
South Lanarkshire Council

H Stevenson, Executive Director (Social Work Resources); G Bow, Administration Adviser; M Brackenridge, Head of Criminal Justice, Social Work Resources
Scottish Prison Service

J Dustan, CJA Liaison Manager
Strathclyde Police

Superintendent B Hamilton

APEX

H Mennie, Service Manager
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS)

A Ferguson, Procurator Fiscal
SACRO

J Johnstone, Service Manager
Apologies:
NHS Lanarkshire

A Lawrie, Director of Community Health Partnership (South)
Victim Support Scotland

J McKenzie, Operations Manager
Sheriff Court Services

S Hinds, Sheriffdom Business Manager
Interim Chair

In his capacity as Chief Officer, the Chief Officer of the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority acted as Convener for the meeting in accordance with the Management of Offenders etc (Scotland) Act 2005.

The Chief Officer chaired the meeting until the appointment of a Convener.

1
Declaration of Interests

No interests were declared.

2
Appointment of Convener and Depute Convener

A report dated 13 June 2007 by the Chief Officer was submitted on guidance to be followed by the Authority in appointing a Convener and Depute Convener from the members appointed by the 2 constituent Councils.  Guidance was also provided in relation to the appropriate remuneration for the posts.

The Authority then considered the appointment of a Convener and Depute Convener.


Councillor Scott, seconded by Councillor Chadha, moved that Councillor McCaig (South Lanarkshire Council) be appointed as Convener of the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority.


Councillor Chadha, seconded by Councillor McCaig, moved that Councillor H McGuigan (North Lanarkshire Council) be appointed as Depute Convener of the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority.

The Authority decided:


(1)
that Councillor Brian McCaig (South Lanarkshire Council) be appointed as Convener of the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority; and

(2)
that Councillor Harry McGuigan (North Lanarkshire Council) be appointed as Depute Convener of the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority.
3
Interim Standing Orders on Procedures
Interim Standing Orders on Procedures were submitted for consideration. 

The Authority decided:
that the Interim Standing Orders on Procedures be approved.
4
Chief Officer’s Report
A report dated 14 June 2007 by the Chief Officer was submitted updating the Authority on the following issues:-
· support for the 10 year celebration of Witness Services in Lanarkshire

· progress made on the development of the Area Plan 2008-2011 including details of the proposed timetable
· additional funding from the Scottish Executive for training and development

· preparation of induction packs for CJA members
· allocation of funding for 2007/2008 to North and South Lanarkshire Council s to reduce re-offending
· review of Prison Visiting Committees by Lord Crerar
· review of post of Clerical Assistant with CJA

The Authority decided:


(1)
that the Chief Officer’s report be noted;

(2)
that a workshop event be arranged to allow the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority (LCJA) and its partners to discuss the contents of the Area Plan 2008-2011 prior to submission of the finalised Plan to the Scottish Executive;

(3)
that, when finalised, a copy of the Crerar review into the future of Prison Visiting Committees be circulated to all members of the LCJA; and

(4)
that the Chief Officer be authorised to progress a review of the Clerical Assistant’s post in consultation with South Lanarkshire Council’s Personnel Services.
5
Post of Planning and Development Officer

A report dated 13 June 2007 by the Chief Officer was submitted on action taken, in terms of Standing Order No 31(b), by him, in consultation with the Convener, to advertise for and appoint a Planning and Development Officer.  The appointment was required as a matter of urgency in order to progress the 3 year plan which was due to be submitted to the Scottish Executive by 14 September 2007.

The Authority decided:
that the action taken, in terms of Standing Order No 31(b), by the Chief Officer, in consultation with the Convener, to advertise for and appoint a Planning and Development Officer, be noted.
6
Urgent Business – Notice of Additional Funding

In terms of Standing Order No 4(b), the Chair decided that the following item be dealt with as a matter of urgency.

A letter dated 18 June 2007 from the Scottish Executive was tabled advising that the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority would receive an additional allocation of £72,727 less 2.5% retention totalling £70,909.  This money would be used to support the new Multi-Agency Public Protection Authority (MAPPA) Co-ordinator post and to cover double entry data inputting for ViSOR (Violent Sex Offender Registration).

The Authority decided:
that the arrangements to forward a response to the Scottish Executive outlining the amounts allocated to the MAPPA and to cover the double entry data inputting for ViSOR be noted.
Convener’s Remarks

The Convener referred to the contribution made by John McGuinness, the former Convener of the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority.  He emphasised John’s role in setting up and developing the LCJA since its establishment in April 2006 and the Chief Officer was asked to send a letter to him expressing the Authority’s gratitude for his contribution during his time as Convener.
