Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority


  
Minutes of meeting held in Committee Room 1, South Lanarkshire Council Offices, Almada Street, Hamilton on 13 March 2007
Convener:
Councillor J McGuinness, South Lanarkshire Council

Councillors Present:

South Lanarkshire Council
G Scott
Councillors’ Apologies:
North Lanarkshire Council
H McGuigan (Depute Convener), B Wallace, B Chadha
South Lanarkshire Council

B McCaig

Attending:
Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority (LCJA)
T McNulty, Chief Officer; J Austin, Clerical Assistant
North Lanarkshire Council

J Dickie, Director of Social Work Services
South Lanarkshire Council

H Stevenson, Executive Director, (Social Work Resources); M Brackenridge, Head of Criminal Justice, Social Work Resources; G Bow, Administration Adviser
Scottish Prison Service

J Dustan, CJA Liaison Manager
NHS

A Lawrie, Director of CHP South

Quorum
In view of the fact that there were not enough members present and in terms of Standing Order No.25, it was agreed to suspend Standing Order No 7 to enable the items o the agenda to be considered and recommended for approval at the next meeting of the Authority.

1
Declaration of Interests

No Interests were declared.

2
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting of the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority held on 6 December 2006 were submitted for approval as a correct record.


The Authority recommended:
that the minutes be approved as a correct record.

3
Chief Officer's Update

A report dated 15 February 2007 by the Chief Officer was submitted updating members on the following:-

· a letter dated 25 January 2007 which had been received from the Scottish Executive indicating that the Authority's Area Plan 2007-08 had been approved.
· a letter of thanks which had been sent to Rona Sweeney, Governor, Shotts Prison
· confirmation that Alan Lawrie would represent NHS Lanarkshire on the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority
· information previously supplied by SERCO in relation to electronic tagging which was currently being revised
· the outcome of an initial meeting between the Chief Officer and Mr Tom Fox, Head of Communications, Scottish Prison Service
The Authority decided:
that the report be noted.
4 Community Justice Authority Planning Guidance 2008-11
A report dated 7 March 2007 by the Chief Officer was submitted advising members on the guidance received from the Scottish Executive on the production of the 3 year Area Plan for the effective management of offenders within the Lanarkshire Community Justice Authority area. 

The Authority recommended:

(1)
that the report be noted; and 

(2)
that a letter be sent to the Minister for Justice expressing the Authority's concern regarding the timetable for submission of the Area Plan given the forthcoming elections and stating that Lanarkshire CJA would not be in a position to properly formulate a three year plan by this deadline.
5
Criminal Justice Social Work Services – Allocation of Funding 2007-2008
A report dated 7 March 2007 by the Chief Officer was submitted on the funding allocation to Criminal Justice Social Work Services for the financial year 2007–2008 by the Scottish Executive.

The Authority recommended:

that the report be noted.
6
Disability Equality Scheme

A report dated 15 February 2007 by the Chief Officer was submitted on the establishment of a Disability Equality Scheme for the LCJA.

The Scheme would be developed in accordance with a model scheme produced by The Scottish Executive and by drawing on areas of good practice demonstrated by partners.

The Authority recommended:
that the arrangements for developing a model Disability Equality Scheme be adopted.
7
Freedom of Information - Publication Scheme

A report dated 7 March 2007 by the Chief Officer was submitted to allow members to consider a model publication scheme which has been developed in line with the Freedom of Information Act 2002.


The Authority recommended:
that the model Freedom of Information Publication Scheme be adopted by the Authority.
8
Appointment of Community Justice Authority Officer

A report dated 7 March 2007 was submitted to advise members that sufficient funding had been provided by the Scottish Executive to enable the Authority to appoint another officer to support the Chief Officer.


The Authority recommended:
that, following consultation with the constituent Councils, the Chief Officer be authorised to appoint an officer to the Authority to support the ongoing work of the LCJA. .
9
Urgent Business

There were no items of urgent business.

